Dear Utah Theatre Association Conference Registrant, 

PLEASE READ ALL OF THIS INFORMATION CAREFULLY!  There is a lot of information here and I will not be responsible for your ignorance because you didn’t read it.  I would suggest printing this document out for your future reference.

You will receive an individualized email soon that will confirm your numbers, play production assignments, and monies payed/owed.  Included in this Registration Confirmation Packet you will find important information and updates of the conference:

· Drama Club Council Officers.  The Utah Theatre Association Board of Directors will be meeting with school Drama Club Officers on Tuesday, January 19th at 6:00 p.m. at Taylorsville High School.  Officers are needed to help get conference materials ready for the conference.  UTA will provide dinner and drinks during the event, but we are asking students to bring a dessert/treat to share with other officers.  If your school would like to send your officers to this activity but you have questions about the evening, please contact Shawnda Moss at info@utahtheatreassociation.org.
· Student of the Year.  If you have not yet done so, but would like to nominate one of your senior students to represent your school as a Utah Theatre Association Theatre Student of the Year, please reply to this email with your name and your student nominee’s name.  Please include phonetic spelling.

· Productions.  As some of our performing spaces are limited in their seating capacity, we are ticketing every single production at the conference.  You will be given these tickets when you check-in on-site either Thursday or Friday.  Your production assignment will be listed in the body of the email you will soon receive.  Please be aware that if you add additional students on-site they may not receive a ticket for the same production your school is assigned to.
· Maps.  There are three maps attached to this email and they can also be found online on our website:

· Campus Map – this map shows the UVU campus and parking lots.  Note the UTA Bus Drop Off stop and the bus parking lot.

· Sorensen Center Map – this map shows the student union building.  Note the UTA Information Desk in the Commons.  This is where registration check-in will be located.

· Driving Directions and Map – this map details how to get to campus as well as the other locations used at the conference (Mountain View and Pleasant Grove High Schools). 

Each participant will receive map copies in their conference program.

· Registration Check-in.  Registration check-in will be set up Thursday afternoon beginning at 12:00 p.m. in the Commons of the Sorensen Center.  It will also be set up at 8:00 a.m. for those registrants who will not be attending Thursday’s activities or for those junior high schools that are only attending the conference on Friday.  Please be sure to allow yourself enough time to park, pick up your registration materials, and get to your first event on time.  The starting time for Thursday’s first event is 2:00 p.m.; Friday’s is 9:00 a.m.

· Information Desk.  The UTA information desk will be in the same location as the registration check-in.  

· Bussing & Parking.  Please pay extra-careful attention to the locations of the various activities of the conference.  We realize that having activities off-campus is difficult to arrange, but it is necessary to accommodate the conference.  Bus drop-off on UVU is in front of the Library Building where the shuttle stops.  Busses CAN NOT sit and wait for students in this location – they must immediately exit the area after dropping off students.  Busses can park and wait in the designated parking lot (see parking map).  Please call your bus to come and pick you up when you are lined up and ready to board – they cannot wait for you along Campus Drive.

Individual cars can park in the designated lot on Thursday and Friday (see map).  Participants can then either walk across the parking lots or take the UVU Campus shuttle (stops indicated on the map).  Cars on Saturday can park anywhere on campus.

· Meals.  We have arranged with the campus food court to have their food eateries open during our ‘no-host’ food breaks such as dinners and Saturday lunch.  It will not be necessary to leave campus during these times since students can purchase meals on-site.  In fact, on Saturday UVU is opening their food court specifically for the UTA participants.  UTA is providing participants a Friday lunch.

· Pasek & Paul Workshops.  Pasek & Paul are teaching many different workshops and are looking for students to come prepared with sheet music and memorized musical theatre pieces from any musical theatre artist.  They have a couple specific workshops focused on their own music and have asked me to forward the following note about one of their workshops: IMPORTANT NOTE:  Please prepare a Pasek & Paul song for the first day of the workshop.  Music can be heard and obtained at www.pasekandpaul.com and www.youtube.com/pasekandpaul.
· Anne Bogart Master Class.  All submitted student nominations have been approved for participation in the Anne Bogart Master Class.  If you submitted a student’s name, there will be an information handout in your teacher packet that you can give to the student.  This master class is a fantastic opportunity for these nominated students, and should be treated with great respect and dedication.

· Anne Bogart Book Signing.  Ms. Bogart will be conducting a “signing” session on Friday afternoon following her master class.  Viewpoints books will be available to purchase for $15.00 on-site (cash or check only), or you can bring your own Anne Bogart book or conference program for her to sign.  There will only be a limited number of books available for purchase.  This is a wonderful moment for you and your students to meet Ms. Bogart in person.
· Matinees.  There will be three matinee studio productions that you and your students can attend: Nicholas Nickleby by Taylorsville High on Thursday, Origins by SUU on Friday, and The Complete Works of William Shakespeare by Payson High on Friday.  The conference schedule will list the curtain times.  The Staged Readings of winning original plays from the Young Utah Playwrights Festival will be conducted during Saturday’s workshop sessions.

· Acting audition information.  Please remember that all musical theatre auditionees must sing to a live accompanist—no CD’s will be allowed in the auditions.  A special workshop Thursday at 3:15 has been set aside for auditionees to have the opportunity to run-through their piece(s) with the professional accompanist who will be playing at all the auditions.  Direct all questions to Robin Edwards at Olympus High School at 801-646-5400.

· Technical theatre audition & display information. Direct all questions to Steve Schmid at Jordan High School at 801-646-5455.

· Student Playwriting Festival.  Any student-written scripts that were turned into Darin Hathaway have been read and judged by a Playwriting Festival Committee.  The winning scripts will then be given to UVU actors who will be performing the scripts as a staged reading.  These staged readings will be performed on Saturday.  A list of the winning scripts will be included in the conference program.

· Junior High Only Workshops.  UTA offers two shorter workshop sessions specifically for junior high students that would rather not attend the keynote address.  They will be held in the Sorensen Center and will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Friday.  These workshops will be detailed in the conference program.

· College Open Auditions.  Direct all questions to Alane Schofield at Bonneville High School at 801-452-4073.

· Vendor Exhibits and College Displays.  Feel free to wander through the Exhibit Area during the conference and visit our vendor displays and college/university tables.  We have the opportunity to have DC Snaps, Doug Carter’s professional headshot photography studio, attending the conference.  He and his makeup artist Amber Woody Carter will be set up to take headshots of any interested students (or teachers) on Saturday.

· Schedule of events.  Our final conference schedule and entire program can be found online in the next day or so at: www.utahtheatreassociation.org.  

· Workshops.  Make sure your students are aware that workshops are being held in adjoining buildings on campus, so they will be walking for a bit between workshops.  Please alert students to be prepared for movement and dance workshops by having appropriate clothing.  Many instructors have requested students to come with prepared material (auditions, monologues, songs, etc.) that can be coached/worked during a workshop.  Also, please stress to students that many workshops fill up to capacity quickly so students should prepare a second and third choice each session to attend.  They should note that most of the workshops are being taught more than once, so even if they cannot get into their desired workshop in one particular session they can check the schedule to see when else the workshop is taught.

· We have designated one of our workshop slots as a Scholarship Audition Workshop.  On Thursday afternoon, those students auditioning on Friday have the opportunity to meet with Dr. Corey Ewan from CEU and have their audition pieces coached and worked.  Any other students may attend this workshop to see how to prepare for future acting scholarship auditions.  Students interested in auditioning for the Open Auditions MUST be at this workshop in order to be allowed to audition on Saturday.

· Students interested in submitting to future playwriting festivals should attend the Staged Readings on Saturday to see the best scripts and talk with this year’s winning playwrights.

· Many of our workshops this year are very focused and specialized.  Be sure to encourage your students to attend the detailed workshops that interest them and can teach them new skills.

· If any of your students wish to attend musical theatre dance, yoga, and movement workshops, please have them bring comfortable clothes that they can move around in.  Dance shoes (including tap) are also encouraged.

· Many of the workshop instructors have requested to have students demonstrate material that they have been working on or performing in class.  Tell your students to bring their prepared 

· monologues

· scenes

· songs

· audition pieces

· production scripts, etc. 

that can be worked on with the professionals in the workshop.  So have them bring their prepared pieces and make them even better!  Sheet music, scripts, etc. should be brought with students.  

As part of our workshop offerings, we will be hosting workshops geared towards teachers and theatre instructors only.  Watch for these special workshops and be sure to attend the “Teachers Only” workshops.  You are welcome to attend the teacher workshops as well as any of the student workshops you are interested in.  The teachers’ master class will be taught by the UTA university board representatives.  Please remember that to apply for re-licensure points you must attend workshops as individual professional development hours.

Please be aware that due to liability concerns, as well as chaperoning responsibilities, UTA expects that teachers be on campus through the duration of the conference.  You are needed to help be sure your students are behaving appropriately and you must be near in case of an emergency (this is why we have required an emergency/cell phone contact number).  Hopefully you will take advantage of all that the conference has to offer while your students do the same!

*      *      *      *      *

We are excited for this year’s conference and are anxious to have you and your students attend.  If you have any questions, or need to alter any information regarding your registration information, please do not hesitate to email me or call me.  I will be checking my email several times a day until the conference begins.

Thank you!

Shawnda Moss

info@utahtheatreassociation.org
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